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The  report  of  this  new  station  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  for  the  seven  months  of 
its  existence  is  mainly  the  story  of  the  informal  opening  of  the  first  Christian  Boys' 
School  established  in  this  Empire  by  native  philanthropists  in  connection  with 
foreign  missionaries.  This  movement  therefore  marks  an  era  in  the  advance  of 
public  opinion  in  favor  of  Christianity.  It  shows  as  no  other  one  thing  has  in  the 
history  of  missions  thus  far  in  Japan,  that  men  of  wealth  and  influence  are  ready 
to  recognize  the  missionary  as  one  of  the  best  friends  Japan  has,  and  ready  also  to 
favor  a  wide  dissemination  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  The  story  therefore  is 
vrorthy  of  permanent  record. 

Some  13  Years  ago  Mr.  T.  Tomita,  a  native  of  Sendai,  was  Consul  in  New 
York.  During  his  stay  in  the  States  he  learned  with  surprise  of  the  wide  moral 
influence  on  higher  educational  institutes,  especially  the  New  England  Colleges, 
exert  in  every  branch  of  society.  Twelve  years  later,  while  serving  his  country  as 
Vice  Pres.  Nat-  Bank  in  Tokyo,  he  felt  that  the  time  had  come  to  plan  for  a  school 
that  should  give  as  high  a  place  to  Christian  morality  as  do  the  Colleges  of  New 
England.  He  conceived  the  idea  of  organizing  a  Company  to  ereat  school  buildings, 
and  equip  the  school  with  needed  native  teachers,  provided  some  missionary  Board 
would  furnish  the  foreign  teachers. 

The  10th  Anniversary  of  the  Training  School  at  Kyoto,  with  its  marvelous  con- 
quest over  the  prejudices  of  the  old  Capital,  brought  the  names  of  Mr.  Niisima  and 
the  Am.  Board  prominently  before  those  Japanese  who  are  interested  in 
educational  problems.  And  though  we  were  separated  500  miles  from  Sendai,  other 
Boards  equally  able  to  do  the  work,  were  passed  over,  and  Mr.  Niisima  was  asked 
to  give  his  name,  and  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  Am.  Board,  in  founding  a 
Christian  Boys'  School.  This  unique  call  led  the  mission  to  send  Messrs.  Niisima 
and  De.  Forest  to  Sendai  in  May  to  meet  the  promoters  of  this  movement,  and  to 
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hear  directly  from  them  all  their  plans.  On  our  arrival  we  were  welcomed  by  the 
Governor,  the  two  Secretaries,  the  mayor  and  others,  and  at  a  public  dinner,  the 
Governor  announced  to  us  that  5000  en  had  been  subscribed  for  the  beginning  of 
the  school.  The  Christian  basis  of  the  school  was  assured  to  us  in  the  liberty  of 
morning  prayers  and  in  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  as  one  of  the  text-books  of  the 
school. 

There  was  however  one  objection  to  our  entering  upon  this  work,  namely, — 
the  fact  that  it  interfered  with  the  plans  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Oshikawa,  one  of  the 
ablest  leaders  of  the  Christian  Church  in  Japan.  He  had  been  laboring  for 
years  in  this  city,  at  first'  under  heavy  obstacles,  but  had  gradually  won  the 
confidence  of  many  prominent  citizens,  and  had  established  a  very  flourishing 
independent  Church  without  any  direct  missionary  co-operation.  Seeing  the 
many  advantages  of  working  with  missionaries  he  joined  the  Pres.,  and  began 
to  plan  for  both  a  boys'  and  a  girls'  school  just  about  the  time  that  Mr.  Tomita 
was  conferring  with  Mr.  Niisima.  As  there  could  be  no  need  of  two  Christian 
schools  in  Sendai,  which  would  be  at  once  forced  into  rivalry,  we  proposed  that 
the  burden  of  settlement  should  be  left  to  Messrs.  Niisima  and  Oshikawa.  We 
were  confident  that  Mr.  Oshikawa  with  the  Pres.,  was  fully  able  to  carry  to 
success  any  educational  movement  and  his  long  labors  and  successes  entitled 
him  to  the  first  chance.  But,  after  full  and  prolonged  inquiry  covering  several 
months,  it  became  evident  that  the  men  who  desired  to  open  this  school,  while 
they  recognized  Mr.  Oshikawa's  good  work  and  his  ability,  insisted  on  having 
at  the  head  of  the  school  a  name  known  all  through  Japan,  one  as  familiar  in 
the  Emperor's  Cabinet  as  in  the  Churches,— Mr.  Niisiina's.  We  saw  then  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  turn  over  to  Mr.  Oshikawa  the  large  offer  that  had 
come  to  us,  and  the  alternative  was  forced  upon  us,  of  either  declining  the  first 
generous  advance  of  prominent  men  to  join  work  with  Christian  missionaries, 
which  could  not  have  failed  to  do  wide  harm  to  all  Christian  work,  or  to 
follow  the  Providential  leading  that  had  come  to  us  unsought,  and  run  the  risk 
of  imperiling  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  the  two  largest  bodies  of 
Protestant  Christians  in  Japan.  With  deep  regrets  at  the  disappointment  to 
Mr.  Oshikawa,  and  with  the  prayer  that  God  would  use  our  labors  to  bless  all 
the  Christian  work  that  was  being  so  well  done  in  and  around  Sendai,  we 
accepted  the  school  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  for  a  period  of  10  years. 

Having  come  to  this  decision  the  different  stations  of  the  Mission  made 
many  sacrifices  to  help  us  get  started.  Kyoto  Generously  gave  Mr.  Ichihara,  of 
whom  Dr.  Davis  is  reported  to  have  said,  "  Better  lose  any  two  foreigners 
rather  than  him,"— which  need  not  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  the  Kyoto 
foreigners  are  an  inferior  set.  Osaka  lent  Mr.  Allchin,  whose  valuable  assistance 
did  much  to  tide  us  over  the  first  two  months,  until  we  were  gladdened  by  the 
arrival  from  the  States  of  Messrs.  Curtis  and  White  with  their  families. 
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The  Sendai  friends  were  eager  to  start  the  school  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
so  we  opened  on  the  llth  of  Oct.  with  pretty  much  everything  temporary.  Two 
wretched  shantees,  hardly  deserving  of  the  word  temporary,  were  fixed  up  for 
the  reception  of  118  scholars,  a  temporary  course  of  study  for  two  years  prepa- 
ratory and  five  years  academic  was  marked  out,  and  a  temporary  Board  of 
trustees  had  the  school  in  charge,  while  the  teachers  put  up  in  earthly  taber- 
nacles that  threatened  to  be  dissolved  more  than  once  during  the  winter.  But 
in  spite  of  small  obstacles  the  school  grew  in  favor  with  man,  some  40  new 
scholars  being  added  at  New  Year's.  Meantime  the  new  two-story  recitation  hall 
with  eight  rooms,  and  one  dormitory  144ft.  long  were  contracted  for,  and  will 
be  complete!  in  June,  when  the  school  will  be  formally  opened,  and  its  tem- 
porary character  will  give  place,  we  trust,  to  a  permanent  position  in  the  North 
of  Japan.  Already  a  permanent  Board  of  Trustees  has  been  formed,  with  the 
Governor  at  the  head,  and  our  mission  has  been  recognized  by  the  election  of 
Dr.  Greene  to  a  place  on  this  Board. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  among  the  students  there  were  12  or 
14  Christians,  members  of  the  Pres.,  Meth.,  and  Bap.  Churches  of  this  city. 
These  helped  to  give  a  Christian  character  to  the  school,  and  their  presence  has 
been  a  great  comfort  to  us.  The  Bible  classes,  tho'  voluntary,  have  been  very 
fully  attended,  and  the  interest  at  times  has  been  deep.  The  number  of  bap- 
tisms from  the  school  during  these  months  is  only  8  or  10,  of  which  we  have 
received  into  our  Church  six. 

One  of  the  difficult  questions  that  have  been  constantly  in  mind  is  that  of 
our  relations  to  other  Christian  workers  here.  Once  or  twice  it  has  seemed  as 
tho'  we  were  on  the  edge  of  misunderstandings  that  threatened  to  affect  not  only 
Sendai,  but  might  be  the  cause  of  bitter  feelings  all  through  Japan.  It  was 
necessary  from  the  first  to  have  a  policy  of  peace  and  goodwill,  and  to  cling 
to  it.  We  have  felt  that  those  who  were  here  before  us,  bearing  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  first  work,  when  officials  and  influential  men  were  suspicious  of 
Christianity  and  even  bitter  against  it,  have  rights  which  we  should  fully  re- 
spect. We  have  done  all  we  could  to  help  their  work,  regarding  it  of  prime 
importance  to  demonstrate  our  desire  to  see  Christians  working  together  in 
mutual  love.  We  believe  our  coming  here  has  given  them  new  zeal  and  courage. 
Perhaps  it  would  not  be  too  much  to  affirm  our  belief  that  our  coming  here 
has  been  the  means  in  part  of  the  300  baptisms  of  the  winter,  the  most  of 
which  fell  to  the  Pres.  To  have  a  Christian  School  with  a  faculty  of  six 
Christian  teachers  established  here  under  the  patronage  of  widely  known  men 
has  been  a  blessing  to  all  the  Christians  in  this  region.  Union  prayer-meetings 
have  been  held  as  well  as  union  theater-preachings.  And  when  in  March  we 
organized  our  little  Church  of  41  members  20  of  whom  live  in  Mizusawa, 
though  the  day  was  one  of  bitter  storm,  our  large  houes  was  filled  with 


Christian  friends  from  all  denominations,  and  even  some  of  our  Baptist 
brethren  partook  of  the  Lord's  supper  with  us. 

In  this  connection  we  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  probably  in  all  Japan 
there  is  no  city  of  this  size  (50,000)  in  which  there  are  so  many  Christians  of 
unusual  power  as  there  are  here  in  Sendai.  Mr.  Oshikawa  is  confessedly  one  of 
the  ablest  orators  in  Japan.  His  name  is  some  times  coupled  with  Mr.  Ebina's 
of  Tokyo,  and  these  two  are  said  to  be  unequalled  in  their  power  over  an 
audience.  Mr*  Honda,  the  Meth.,  was  formerly  Pres.  of  the  Legislature  of 
Aomori  Prefecture,  and  his  English  education,  his  sympathetic  ways,  his 
complete  self-control,  and  his  known  sacrifices  for  Christ,  give  him  a  marked 
influence  a?  a  speaker  and  leader.  Mr.  Ichihara  is  too  well  known  for  his 
rare  eloquence  and  enthusiasm  to  need  any  introduction  here.  Besides  these 
giants  there  are  six  or  eight  others,  pastors  and  evangelists,  doing  excellent 
work.  There  are  already  ten  Protestant  preaching  places  in  the  city  limits.  On 
forces  are  divided  as  follows  : — The  Pres.  have,  in  and  around  the  city,  600 
members.  The  xneth.  have  60,  the  Bap.  have  80,  and  we  have  40,  making  a 
total  of  about  800.  With  these  forces  of  Church  and  School,  which  are  to  be 
largely  augmented  next  year  by  a  large  girl's  school  for  100  boarders  (Pres.),  and 
by  several  new  missionaries  (Pres.  and  Meth.),  it  seems  to  us  as  tho'  we  might 
expect  a  great  blessing  soon  that  shall  exert  a  very  wide  influence  throughout 
the  North  of  Japan.  For  this  city  is  the  head  quarters  of  the  standing  army 
in  the  north,  and  it  is  the  center  of  education  and  commerce  for  a  region  of 
over  400  miles  in  extent.  It  is  said  that  more  English  books  are  sold  here 
than  in  any  other  city  of  its  size  in  the  Empire. 

The  impulse  to  Christian  Education  given  by  the  establishment  of  our 
school  is  very  marked.  No  sooner  had  it  opened  than  inquiries  began  to  pour 
in  from  prominent  cities  of  the  north.  And  at  this  writing,  the  Gov.  and 
others  of  Yamagata  Ken  are  to  meet  Mr.  Oshikawa  this  week  (Apl.  27).  to 
consult  about  the  opening  of  a  Christian  School  there,  in  which  an  advance 
is  made  on  our  work,  in  that  the  houses  of  the  missionaries  are  to  be  provided 
by  the  promoters  of  the  school.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  Fukushima 
Legislature  are  now  in  consultation  with  us  with  reference  to  taking  up  the 
Govt.  Academy  in  Wakamatsu.  If  we  can  bring  this  about,  by  placing  one 
teacher  and  one  evangelist-two  foreigners-there,  we  shall  have  a  valley  50 
miles  in  diameter,  shut  in  by  noble  mountains,  in  wliich  dwell  '200,000  people 
to  be  gained  for  Christ.  And  this  work  would  complete  the  chain  from  Sendai 
to  Niigata,  where  the  desire  for  Christian  schools  seems  to  furnish  the  needed 
opportunity  for  invading  that  stronghold  of  Buddhism,  the  wealthiest  Province 
in  Japan.  The  unusual  gift  of  10,000  en  to  our  school  by  Mr.  Endo,  Pres. 
77th  Nat.  Bank,  Sendai,  has  not  only  imparted  confidence  in  the  educational 
work  of  missionaries,  it  has  also  aroused  men  of  means  in  other  cities  to 
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consider  favorably  the  wisdom  of  doing  likewise.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  if  the 
desires  of  philanthropic  Japanese  can  be  met  by  the  co-operation  of  mission 
Boards  there  will  soon  be  Christian  schools  in  many  large  cities  where  as  yet 
very  little  Christian  work  has  been  done. 

Besides  the  echool  and  regular  Sunday  work,  we  have  assisted  in  anight  school 
which  opened  in  Dec.  with  80  scholars,  among  whom  were  members  of  the 
Legislature,  Army  and  Civil  Officers,  and  merchants  of  large  means.  This  school 
has  brought  a  few  regular  attendants  to  our  Sunday  services  and  some  are  applicants 
for  baptism.  It  has  been  the  means  also  of  giving  us  once  a  month  a  rare  audience 
of  about  200  hearers,  the  most  of  whom  would  not  naturally  go  to  any  other 
Christian  meeting,  and  thus  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  is  being  brought  into  the 
homes  of  many  thoughtful  people.  One  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  re- 
marked recently  that  there  is  a  most  conspicuous  change  in  public  opinion  concern- 
ing Christianity  within  six  months. 

The  ladies  have  also  assisted  in  an  afternoon  school  of  30  scholars,  in  which 
the  main  branches  are  knitting  and  English.  This  school  started  in  Feb.  and  has 
given  us  a  good  opportunity  to  get  acquainted  with  the  wives  and  daughters  of  many 
prominent  citizens,  and  has  brought  a  dozen  or  more  into  a  class  for  the  study  of 
the  Bible. 

Onr  Sun.  School  has  averaged  about  60,  and  the  preaching  service  a  little 
more.  Over  30  en  worth  of  Christian  books  have  been  sold.  Two  trips  taken  in 
the  winter  and  spring  vacations,  one  to  Mizusawa,  75m.  North,  the  other  to  Niigata, 
309m.  West,  with  two  visits  to  Fukushima  50m.  South,  have  given  good  oppor- 
tunites  to  encourage  individuals,  address  Churches,  and  to  preach  in  crowded 
theaters.  15  were  baptized  in  Mizusawa,  3  of  whom  have  gone  to  Kyoto  to  prepare 
for  missionary  work. 

The  work  in  Fukushima  is  regarded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tsunajima  as  quite 
promising.  The  Methodists  will  abandon  that  city,  and  their  band  of  8  or  10 
believers  will  probably  fall  to  us.  These,  together  with  the  5  already  won,  will 
make  the  beginning  of  a  Church.  We  are  rejoiced  that  our  relations  with  the  Pres. 
there  are  every  way  pleasant,  and  union  meetings  are  often  held. 

In  Wakamatsu  we  have  over  30  Christians,  but  as  they  are  mostly  young 
persons  or  very  poor,  they  find  it  difficult  to  raise  over  5  en  a  month.  The  value  of 
Christian  work  there  is  shown  in  that  Eev.  Mr.  Yamaoka  has  been  invited  to  lecture 
every  week  on  morals  to  the  students  of  the  Government  school. 

We  desire  to  call  attention,  before  closing  this  report,  to  the  courteous  treat- 
ment we  have  received  from  all  classes  here,  and  to  the  valuable  assistance  cordially 
given  by  the  Governor  in  contracting  for  our  houses.  The  help  thus  received  has 
made  our  first  year's  work  far  easier  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been.  The  Govt. 
architect,  Mr.  Ueda,  drew  up  plans  and  specifications  and  made  the  contracts  for  us. 
He  also  is  now  overseeing  the  buildings,  which  are  to  be  completed  m  Aug.  Be 
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lias  freed  us  from  a  burden  no  one  of  us  could  have  carried  together  -with  our  other 
work.  Our  houses  stand  West  of  the  middle  of  the  city,  on  the  high  river  bank. 
The  lots  cost  $  1700.00  and  the  3  houses,  fences,  &c-,  -when  finished  will  cost  about 
$  7900.00  more. 

Looking  back  over  these  few  months,  we  see  that  our  straggling  work  in  the 
North  has  been  well  tied  together.  "With  Niigata  strengthened  and  added  to  us, 
and  with  a  new  station  in  Tokyo,  it  seems  necessary  for  our  best  success,  that  while 
working  as  one  great  mission  on  the  same  general  policy,  the  North  and  the  South 
should  be  practically  independent  of  each  other  in  matters  of  detail.  To  occupy 
the  fields  open  before  us,  WE  MUST  HAVE  MOKE  MEN  AND  WOMEN.  If  the  Churches  at 
home  could  only  see  this — the  greatest  opportunity  ever  within  the  reach  of  the 
Church  of  Christ,  of  winning  a  nation  of  37000000's  within  this  generation,  they 
would  send  teachers,  preachers,  and  lay  workers,  until  every  city  of  20000  people 
should  have  a  Christian  Church  backed  by  a  Christian  school.  Without  this, 
Japan  will  still  become  a  Christian  nation,  but  the  victory  will  be  only  superficial. 
The  deep  and  hard  work  of  winning  the  people  to  a  loyal  service  of  a  Holy  God,  will 
be  left  for  futiire  generations,  the  Chruch  meantime  in  constant  peril  of  being 
swallowed  up  by  Rationalism,  Worldliness,  and  even  Sin.  If  ever  it  could  be  said 
of  the  Church's  opportunity,  it  can  be  said  at  this  time  with  far  fold  more  reason, — 
"  NOW  is  the  accepted  time." 


APPENDIX. 


In  order  to  show  how  educational  work  may  result  in  missionary  success  at 
little  or  no  expense  to  the  Board,  we  take  pleasure  in  adding  the  following:-— 

In  Oct.  1885  the  Government  engaged  Dr.  Swartz,  of  the  Meth.  mission,  to 
teach  in  the  Academy  here  for  one  year  at  a  salary  or  150  en  per  month,  his  moving 
expenses  from  Tokyo,  and  his  house  rent  all  being  provided  by  the  Academy.  In 
less  than  a  year  his  work  resulted  in  the  organization  of  a  Church  of  30  members, 
mostly  students  of  the  Academy,  and  this  too  when  he  had  been  in  the  country 
only  a  year,  and  of  course  could  do  no  preaching  save  through  an  interpreter. 
Those  who  kindly  interpreted  for  him  were  teachers  in  the  Academy  and  were  not 
Christians.  His  contract  has  been  renewed  for  another  year,  and  his  salary  not 
only  covers  his  own  allowed  missionary  salary,  but  fully  provides  for  the  able 
gentleman,  Mr.  Honda,  mentioned  in  the  report,  while  his  Church  has  just  about 
doubled,  and  has  now  three  or  four  branches  planted  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 
In  other  words,  the  most  successful  work  we  are  aware  of  as  done  by  one  missionary 
family,  within  one  and  a  half  years,  is  this  work  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Swartz,  and  it  all 
costs  the  Meth.  Board  not  one  cent. 


RE 
TC 

LC 
I 


j. 

v 


RETURN  TO  the  circulation  desk  of  any 
University  of  California  Library 

or  to  the 

NORTHERN  REGIONAL  LIBRARY  FACILITY 
Bldg.  400,  Richmond  Field  Station 
University  of  California 
Richmond,  CA  94804-4698 

ALL  BOOKS  MAY  BE  RECALLED  AFTER  7  DAYS 

•  2-month  loans  may  be  renewed  by  calling 
(510)642-6753 

•  1-year  loans  may  be  recharged  by  bringing 
books  to  NRLF 

•  Renewals  and  recharges  may  be  made 
4  days  prior  to  due  date 


DUE  AS  STAMPED  BELOW 


APR  0  2  2003 


All 


2  0  2m 


MAY  2  5   2003 


FEB  0  1  2004 


AUG  0  5  2004 


DD20  15M  4-02 


.C.  BERKELEY  LIBRARIES 


